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PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER™

Ex-CIA man says Casey blacked

P

Lol )--"q

| ._sgme_data on pOlltzcaLQQFO

By ‘Alfonso Chardf
Inquirer Weiningion Bureau. .~ | - - cer for the National Intelligence

WASHINGTON — A top ‘{ntelli- Council, which prepares forexgn in-
gehce analyst who resigned after CIA  telligence estimates. - -

1984 he.was chief Latin America offi-~

Director William J. Casey altered one -
_of his secret reports on Mexico con-.
tends that Casey and Pentagon offi- -

The article, in this month's isue ot‘
" Foreign Service Journal, is Horton's -
_first.written comment on. the CIA .

{ consistently reject analyses for - since he resigned last year, although
. reasons. " he had been mtemeWed about the

azine anicle John Horton resgnation. s el

dismissed: his estimate of

said

Grenada — an estimate later verified it minimized the size of the Cuban .
by.the US..forces that invaded the forces on the: island and did 'not
Caribbean island nation — because it - support the administration .conten-
view... . building' there. would ~beZ used for
Horton also accused a senlor Penta- xmlitary purposes. - ”

on- officiak: of-Tewriting a'military- .. The United States had aserted that
slyst's reporton weaknesses in the' there ‘were moresthan: 1,000-Cabans -

wutmvolvedd.n,a series..of intelli-. workers. Horton's - estiriate “agreed .
gence failurés’==includingtHe Gre-*- with Havana's and contradicted US.
nada invasion.and ‘the mining.of assertions that the discrepancy.was’
Nicaraguar harbors — that he, said '~ due to many C .Cubans mding. in the the
the {ntelligence community would. hills. . -+ = STARIeN
have advised, agamst ‘had it been. - Imemgence ofﬂdals meeﬁng €0
asked.. : - " the. Sunday ‘after: the October. 1983
Horton was. a top cla operauons invasion, “finally concluded that no
officer from 1948 to 1975.1In 1983 and " one remmned in the mns, Horton

STAT

Horton wrote that Casey was criti--
me ‘number of Cuban soldiers. on cal of the Grenada estimate because

did not support the admimstrauon s | tonthatthe airportthe Cubans were'" arms

Ivadoran -armed ;forcesand - he.:’ on- the island, but Cuba said there.,j_
niended ;that;thesadministration Were 786;: most-of them: construction .,

~drméd T forces’ weaknésses TWhile

wrote. But the. next day, *a person
with some-responsibility in the [in-
- telligence} community, although not
“himself.'an intelligence’ officer,
.asked .toread the assessment. Later
-+ he said, ‘I think it stinks.*...  went
to see Casey as soon as I could. He |
“was less abrupt, merely:ﬁnding it
‘unimaginative.! * Ll o
“-“] can-only suppose that the. asss-
ment was ‘unimaginative” because of.q
‘what it did not say. For example; we.
-could have said that the Cuban con-
‘struction workers were actually com-~
‘bat troops:in: disgulse, or-that the;
arms.;found’ in‘Grenada. were'-des ]
<, tined to be used to overthrow friend- 1
“ly - governments .elsewhere.in.; the
Caribbean, or that: the:airfield? w&ﬂ
not for-tourxsm but for Sov1eLr.eeo'

 Horton-also- wrote thata confiden :
tial *study “prepared’ Iastyear by, & 3
milxtary analyst- was'rewritten by a—

"“Pentagon official™because it. coni- .

‘tained a discussion of the Salvadoran ~

“not- idenufymg the official," Horton
said -he was ““heavily involved in
supporﬁng the armed forc&s ‘of EIE

~Salvador" R
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WASHINGTON POST
g:"r;iLGE N’PEARE“ | 1% February

ht-R ' ©o i cause 1t "minimized the number of

- ‘nesses =in the ‘Salvadoran:armed  Cuban forces on the island and did
Aqu‘: t;(:apcl:ntg:lg?:tfmga:i}: i\;:::o forces and charged the administra- not support—admuustranon claims |
§' cy ‘after Director leham J< Casey tion with a string of mtelhgenoefall- that the Cuban-built alrport there .

Ia altered-one of his secret e on - Ures, vincluding the ‘Grenada inva- ~would be used forxmhtary “pur-

‘)\t‘
Mexlco contends that Casey and T

sion ‘and the mining -of Nicaraguan -poses, ... oL IR T
: harbors whxch he ‘said the-intelli* -, Horton also wrote that a conﬁ
&*Pentagon officials’ cons’istently re—w : ' dential study prepared milita
alyses for politicale ' - % Drepared py a miltary
_”an .yses lor polith . analyst in 1984 was rewritten byaa
- - - Pentagon-official -becafise /it s “con- -
whowas * .tained a-discussion of the Salvador-
. ran armed forces’ weaknesses, "Hor-
z .+~ ton said the official. was' “‘heavﬂy in- |
.volved " in “ssupporting. gthe -armed
forces of El Salvador.”s-:¢" ¢ iapei |
= The :revision,. Horton _charged,
s -was-typical of the practnoe of some
is-. - administration -officials. to .suppress
mtemal dlscussmn of tough, issues, .
- TR e RO B

hard—hne views on the Cuba
#*Horton also accused

‘;‘Peiitagon ofﬁcxal of rewritinga mi
LI TR SR wua'&»..‘n.wm
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report,

former CIA analyst says

- By ALFONSO CHARDY
. Herald Washington Bureau
"WASHINGTON — The former-

‘ CIA analyst who charged that

_Director Wil
.liam Casey al-
- tered a secret
.. report-on Mexi-
~co now _says
“that Casey also
_rejected: a ' re-
- port on‘ Cuban
_troop : strength
in Grenada at
‘the time of. the
U.S.-led ‘nva-
sion. = lF. o

. Former .CIA
* agent John Hor->

- ton, writing.for =777
-the February i [
“'Service --journal, - blames #-the

i . Reagan administration for a'string
" :of intelligence-;. failures, - among

“them the :Grenada invasion itself.

. “and the mining"of Nicaraguan
- harbors. VL o T G YL

- allegations.

. sources iliar_

' dure denied the. validity of:hi
claims that officials. alter intelli

gence information to conform “to " bility .. although:not himself

“policy. - CeeTRE

Horton, a CIA operations officer
_from .948 ‘to 1975, served in
1983-84 as the chief Latin Ameri-

familiar. with CIA proce- 2

Atdund théAmerica's RN
,‘Fi

* ~ because -t did not :gi'vé'é high -

enough estimate of the number of .
:-Cubans on the island-and did not .

“-Grenada's Cuban-built airport-had
a military purpose. - L

1

support administration claims that . ¥

— Cam e .
ithat the airfield was not for~
{ tourism but for Soviet reconnais- |
! sance aircraft.? < . - - .
. Horton said the “need for securic -
.ty and'the quite justified obsession

" The CIA had assigited'“Horton;- ”with leaks” may have led policy- "

~,and other analysts to calculate the”
.*number of Cubans in “Grenada to -
rreconcile differing U.S. and Cuban

" estimates. - The United States

" claimed there were more than
1,000 Cubans on the' island and

“Cuba "counted 786, mostly con-
“struction workers. "5 .. |
2iCuba's figure turned out 'to be;
- correct, and Horton /said his esti~}
“mate -"not . only. -supported - thes
‘uban claim, but contradicted the:;
-S. contention:that ‘many-Cubans'|
vere hiding in Grenada's hills. : - |
%“The Sunday:after the™inva-.
ion,” Horton ‘wrote;mémbers_of
“the intelligence community found’
hemselves: sitting ‘around..a-lable
in Washington, assignied:svith the
task of arriving at:d.meaningful.
rumber [of Cuban troops]. We ..«
inally - concluded that no. one '
emained.in the hills”: = & .
=i “Some -~ officials,” however, ;
found “a serious’fault,” ‘he said.;
One ‘person *‘with.some responsi-’

intelligence officer” read the Te- !
port and .said ‘I think it stinks.’*
Knowing him 'to be close to CIA

Director. William ‘Casey, ] went to'

can officer for the agency's Na- \'see.Case'y‘as soon as I could-He.

 tional Intelligence Council, Tespon:

. sible. = for

preparing 4 foreign-

- " intelligence estimates. " ‘-7% 750
, CIA “last year, -
’ claiming that Casey had altered . .

Horton left the

“one of his reports to suggest that;

strife in Central. America. could.
create turmoil in Mexico. -~
. 1o his Journal article, The Real
Intelligence  Failure, - Horton
charged that Casey disapproved a
- Grenada report he prepared short-

- ly after the Oct. 25, 1983, invasion

was less abrupt, merely finding it .
- ‘unimaginative.).. . o - R
““]_ can only -suppose that the.
-assessment - was ° ‘unimaginative’”
‘because of what “it .did not*say,””
Horton wrote. “For.example,*we:z
_-could have said- that’ the;-Cuban
s construction workers were: actual- ;
““ly .combat trogps in. disguise,: OT, -
that the arms found in Grenada -
were: destined to be ‘used./to:
overthrow friendly governments i
..elsewhere in :the Caribbean, or!

. makers- 1o limit participation in -
- intelligence debate, thereby result- -

‘ing in-bad policies. He "said ‘the '
.;decision to mine Nicaraguan: po'rts.: :
:Jast ‘'year was- made by - senior -,
policymakers without consulting
_professional intelligence officers
‘who might have advised againstit. . !
. One administration -source fa:*
~miliar - with. the 'CIA criticized" |
; Horton's description-of .the..agen- .
L cy’s internal:workings, Saying*the’
.former analyst had portrayed as.
_conflict “‘the normal tension of the -
' give~and-take® between<:analysts
an&mlicymakers.”.'?:‘:»- Tl
- Congressional ' sources - briefed
by the CIA on the Horton ;'resigm:'
tion said Casey.revised- the Mexico °
assessment not 1o fit policy, but to
give an’early- warning of possible *
trouble there as a result’of Central’
America’s conflicts. . b
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